
 

 

CAP's Final Recommendation on Journalism & Professional Writing B.A. Degree 

 

TO: Steering Committee  

FROM: Committee on Academic Programs 

RE: Journalism and Professional Writing BA Degree 

DATE: April 10
th

, 2015 

 

Background: 

 

On April 1
st
, 2015, Steering sent CAP a charge regarding the Journalism and Professional 

Writing BA Degree (“JPW”).  Included in this charge was information from a memo Dean 

Benjamin Rifkin sent to Steering regarding this issue.  In this memo, Dean Rifkin noted that the 

proposed major in Journalism and Professional Writing already exists as a major within the 

English Department and that the proposed change would take “the current JPW curriculum 

(English-BA03) as is and merely re-christens it with its own bachelor's degree.”  Dean Rifkin 

also noted that “the proposed BA in Journalism & Professional Writing needs no additional 

resources whatsoever, as it merely recognizes with a degree what we are already doing.”  He also 

verified that the proposal had been approved by the faculty of the JPW program, the English 

Department, the HSS Curriculum Committee and the HSS Dean. 

 

Charge: 

 

Steering asked CAP to “consider whether there are any units that might be affected by the 

proposal that have not been consulted and whether the designation of a BA in Journalism and 

Professional Writing is consistent with the College’s mission.” Steering also noted that CAP did 

not need to collect testimony on this charge.   

 

Final Recommendation: 

 

CAP reviewed this proposal and it was noted that the program has been existence for a long 

period of time and that the proposed major does not draw on resources from any other units at 

the College save for the one in which it is housed (the English Department).  Both the English 

Department and the School of Humanities and Social Science support the proposed change (as 

indicated in Dean Rifkin’s memo and in discussions during the CAP meeting on April 8th).   

CAP confirms that the proposed major does not impact other units at the College and that it is 

consistent with the College’s mission.  As such, CAP approves the proposed change in 

designation for the Journalism and Professional Writing major, and affirms that this part of the 

approval process has been fulfilled.   
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