MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAM COUNCIL, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2007
PRESENT:  Diane Bates, Karen Jenkins, Arti Joshi, Anthony Lista, John Pollock, Suriza van der Sandt, Simona Wright (Chair), Jennifer Wang

ABSENT:  Jennifer Hill

EXCUSED:  Ariane Pfenninger, Patricia Wallace

(Non-Members)

IN ATTENDANCE:   Holly Didi-Ogren, Barbara Dammel, Joanne Gross, Beverly Kalinowski, Bozena Leven, Marianna Sullivan

NOT PRESENT:  David Holmes

1.  The minutes of the meeting held on December 6, 2006 were read and approved.

2.  Karen Jenkins announced that TCNJ was now on a list to receive applications from foreign students, and we received 11 applications (one from Afghanistan and ten from Latin America).  The Afghan student is funded by Fullbright, but all foreign students indicated substantial funding that would allow them to attend TCNJ.

3.  Karen Jenkins distributed data on the 38 TCNJ students abroad in Spring 2007 (36 for the semester, 2 continuing year-long programs) and 8 international students in residence at TCNJ in Spring 2007.

4.  Beverly Kalinowski described the FIE program in London, which includes the possibility for internships and courses led by TCNJ faculty, including summer programs.  Internships are 10 weeks in length, and management of internships is handled by FIE.  FIE offers a lot of business courses and a business school in Dublin, where there is also an internship program.

5.  Simona Wright distributed the application for the 5-week off-campus course titled “Paris After the Great War.”  This application should be reviewed and considered for approval at the March 7, 2007 meeting along with another application for a program in Greece that will be electronically distributed to committee members.
6.  John Pollock announced that the Liberian Ambassador to the United Nations will be on campus to speak as part of the Black History Month program.

7.  Catherine Menyheart, a representative of the Council on International Education Exchange (CIEE), gave a detailed presentation of their exchange programs.  CIEE has programs in more than 30 countries that emphasize cultural immersion, community involvement and high quality academic programs.  Programs are assessed annually and receive full evaluations every 3-5 years.  CIEE has staff on site and maintains high health and safety standards.  Every year, CIEE distributes 30-40 scholarships (usually $500-1,000) to students, but can sometimes provide more substantial funding, such as to a TCNJ student who received $8,000 to study abroad in China as part of a US State Department program that allows CIEE to designate recipients.  Some programs are discipline specific, such as the SCUBA-based tropical marine ecology program in Bonaire from which a representative will meet with TCNJ faculty and staff members in February.  Homestays are options in most locations, with host families evaluated in advance and continually while hosting students.  Other housing includes dorms or apartments.  Most European, some Asian, and the Ghana program do not require previous language experience, but language classes are required as part of the academic program.  Students take classes with other international students in some locations and with local students in others, but always with faculty from the host country.  Programs where students are in classes with only CIEE students  emphasize community outreach, contact with peer counselors from the host country, and other element to encourage cultural immersion.  There are a variety of programs available, including summer programs, business programs, intensive language programs, math and science programs, and internships for credit.  The cost of the programs typically range from $10,000-13,000, which is comparable to ISA programs (TCNJ’s preferred provider) and comparable or a little more expensive than costs at TCNJ (about $10,000).  CIEE also runs Teach Abroad programs for BA graduates in Chile, Spain, China, and Thailand (Spanish language skills are required in Chile and Spain).  CIEE also offers 7-10 faculty development seminars, which have scholarships available.  Complete CIEE program information is available online, and brochures made available to committee members are also available at the Office of Global Programs.  
8.  The committee voted to accept CIEE membership for one year (membership fee waived by CIEE), and approves CIEE sites in countries that are not currently available through ISA and/or TCNJ direct exchange programs.  IEPC will evaluate the CIEE membership in one year before renewing for $400 annual fee.  

9.  Simona Wright adjourned the meeting at 2:55 pm.
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