MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION PROGRAM COUNCIL, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2006

PRESENT:  Diane Bates, Karen Jenkins, Arti Joshi, Ariane Pfenninger, John Pollock, Suriza van der Sandt, Patricia Wallace, Jennifer Wang, Simona Wright

IN ATTENDANCE:  Barbara Dammel, David Holmes, Bozena Leven
1.  The minutes of the meeting held on September 13, 2006 were read and approved with minor changes.

2.  The IEPC unanimously voted to approve the Rutgers Urbino (Italy) summer program, which was inadvertently left off the list of approved programs although TCNJ has used this program successfully in the past.

3.  Karen Jenkins distributed a list of student applicants for TCNJ and NJCIS programs in Spring 2006 (31 and 38 applicants, respectively).  She noted that this is more than the 21 applicants from Spring 2005.  Karen also distributed graphs displaying data on applications from the last few years.
4.  The committee was reminded that International Day is scheduled for November 15.  Passport services will be available all day in the student center and there will be a Study Abroad Fair, where information tables will be staffed by faculty advisors and students for off-campus programs.

5.  Simona Wright asked for the committee’s support of an international banquet, which has already been added into the strategic plan for the Modern Languages Department.  She suggested it be held in conjunction with the International Day in the next academic year.  The committee was unanimously supportive, especially since Simona promised to bring tiramisu.

6.  Karen Jenkins reported that one student has already returned from the Czech Republic and another is seeking to change from Germany to Ireland.  Neither is because of emergencies.  This sparked a discussion of the orientation process for students going abroad.  Simona Wright called for a sub-committee to examine the orientation process and propose improvements to it; Ariane Pfenninger, Arti Joshi, Barbara Dammel, and Karen Jenkins volunteered to serve on this subcommittee. 

7.  Stuart Koch from the Department of Political Science presented information about the Washington Center Program, which provides full time internship experiences in a variety of organizations and institutions in Washington DC for semester (15 week) or summer (8 week) periods, while providing guaranteed housing and TCNJ local credit.  Dr. Koch is the faculty liaison for this program (skoch@tcnj.edu).  This program has operated successfully at TCNJ, but the cost to students is currently being negotiated.  To date, only a few departments have taken advantage of the program, but there is wide potential.  A representative from the Washington Center Program will be at the November Career Day on campus.
8.  The committee reviewed a provisional proposal with the FIE program in London, represented by Mike Woolf.  This program offers internships and research opportunities as well as a faculty development program, while providing housing, classroom, and other forms of coordination and organization on site.  The committee gave unanimous support for pursuing a formal partnership with FIE.

9.  The committee discussed that the method of selecting faculty representatives to do site visits for new off-campus programs must be fair and transparent.  To this end, a subcommittee was formed to develop guidelines for the distribution of site visits; John Pollock, David Holmes, and Simona Wright volunteered to serve.   

10.  Simona Wright reminded the committee of the next meeting:  Wednesday, November 1 at 1:30 pm.

11.  Simona Wright adjourned the meeting at 3 pm.
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