TO:             Committee on Academic Programs
FROM:       Steering Committee

RE:
       Charge on Types of Majors

DATE:          March 11, 2009

Background:  Currently College policy recognizes majors that may be departmental, interdisciplinary, or self–created in origin; students may also double major.  In a February 2009 memo to Provost Carol Bresnahan (see attached), Bill Behre, Dean of the School of Education, outlined a proposal to modify the nomenclature of the types of majors used at the College.  
Charge:  The Steering Committee asks the Committee on Academic Programs (CAP) to review the basic nomenclature involving majors offered at the College, especially as related to the School of Education, and to recommend whether any changes in policy need to be made, and if so, what those changes should be.

Timetable:  CAP is asked to respond by November 1, 2009. 
February 24, 2009

To:  Carol Bresnahan

From:  Bill Behre

Re:  A proposal to develop nomenclature to more accurately describe TCNJ majors that cross disciplines

Background

Recently the secondary education students’ association and the faculty in the secondary education program faculty have expressed a desire to have a secondary education major.  During this discussion, it became clear that the college did not have a major category that would properly describe a secondary education major.  Furthermore, it became clear that the college does not have a major category that properly describes any of the School of Education majors.  TCNJ currently has single majors, double majors, and interdisciplinary majors.  Many in our community have been using the term double major to describe School of Education majors, but this terminology has not been wholly accurate.  A typical double major consists of two majors that could stand alone, such as English and Psychology.  This is not true of education majors.  An elementary education/English major has a single stand-alone major and an additional major that can only be taken along with another major.  There is a qualitative difference between these two types of majors that is currently not captured by our terminology.

The Current Proposal

I propose that we address this nomenclature issue by formally adopting through governance a clear system of naming majors that cross disciplines.  This system could be formed as follows:
a. Interdisciplinary majors – These majors are formed when two or more disciplines combine to form a new, distinct discipline.  TCNJ already has examples of this phenomenon.  These include African-American Studies, Women’s and Gender Studies, and International Studies. 

b. Hybrid majors – These majors occur when two programs of study occur simultaneously, are interrelated, but remain distinct. In this scenario, neither of the courses of study would in and of itself satisfy the requirement for a major.  Programs such as secondary mathematics or secondary physics would fit this category since under their current configuration students could not complete either the content sequence or the secondary education sequence alone and still graduate with a complete recognized major.  Hybrid majors would fulfill the liberal learning requirements of the first major.  The designation of first and second major would occur at the time of program inception.  In terms of potential secondary education hybrid majors, the content discipline would be considered the first major.  Designation on official TCNJ documents would be a hyphenated major (e.g., Physics-Secondary Education).

c. Dual majors – These majors would occur when one of the two disciplines studied by a student could stand alone and allow the student to graduate.  The other major, however, must be taken in conjunction with a second major.  Most elementary and special education sequences and all of the potential secondary education sequences associated with the School of Culture and Society would fall into this category. Dual majors would fulfill the liberal learning requirements of the first major.  The designation of first and second major would occur at the time of program inception.  In terms of education dual majors, the content discipline would be considered the first major for secondary sequences and the education major would be considered the first major for elementary and special education sequences. Designation on official TCNJ documents would be both majors conjoined by “and”  (e.g., English and Secondary Education).

d. Double majors – These majors involve the combination of two majors that could stand alone and allow a student to graduate. Double majors would fulfill the liberal learning requirements of the first major.  The student, in consultation with his/her advisor(s), would determine the designation of the first and second major.  Designation on official TCNJ documents would be both majors conjoined by “and”  (e.g., English and Physics).

