Memorandum
To:  President Barbara Gitenstein

From:  Joyce Vincelette

            Co-Chair of the Committee on Planning and Priorities

Date:  April 22, 2009

RE:  Martin Luther King Day Observance

CPP voted on at its April 8, 2009, meeting to forward you a recommendation regarding the observance of Martin Luther King Day.

CPP believes that the observance of Martin Luther King Day should be an institutional priority. 
We recommend that the College should observe MLK Day by not holding classes on this day.  We also recommend that appropriate activities should be planned to celebrate and further the legacy of Martin Luther King. 

During the past few years, the planning of activities to celebrate MLK Day has fallen to an ad hoc group of interested individuals who have done a wonderful job.  We believe that the responsibility for planning these activities should be assigned and not left to chance. The officer charged with this responsibility may, however, choose to delegate the actual planning to such a committee.

We recommend that the responsibility for planning the activities to celebrate MLK Day should fall under the charge of the Committee on Student and Campus Community (CSCC).  We believe that the current CSCC charge, provided below, covers the responsibility for planning these types of campus events and activities. We also recommend that the Vice- President for Student Life, a member of CSCC, should be directly responsible for ensuring that the planning of these activities is carried out. We suggest that CSCC convene a group of interested individuals, representing a cross-section of the campus (faculty, staff, students), to plan appropriate activities.  

CSCC Charge: 

The CSCC is responsible for making recommendations concerning major student program initiatives, college events and cultural programs, student services, health and wellness programs, environmental issues, orientation programs, standards for student conduct, student awards, honorary degrees, and nominations for other distinctions.  The Athletics Program Council makes recommendations directly to CSCC.  CSCC also serves as the Planning Council for the strategic area of Student and Campus Life.

(15 members) Vice President for Student Life, Associate Vice President for Human Resources, 5 Faculty, 5 Students (one graduate level), 3 Staff
